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REVELATION OF A MODERNIST ICON
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Simon Ancion
ULg Liège

Name:
Institute:

Jimmy Thonon
ULg Liège

Project info
In the city center of Liège, protected by a wooded area, the bishopric swimming pool and the sport
center (E.G.A.U., 1962-1965) are probably one of the most interesting modernistic buildings of Liège.
Unfortunately it's disused these days and threatened by real estate projects.
The first intention was to make this private enclosed green area in a real public garden and revitalizing
the original buildings. In an economically realistic approach, it was necessary to enhance this iconic
block by a emblematic program. However, the site is adjacent to the large provincial library which
currently suffers from inadequate infrastructure, difficult to read and to access. Managers therefore seek
to renew the image and the design of this cultural spot.
The strategic position of the neighbor block, bordering the river Meuse and crossing the pedestrian
routes, the idea has naturally led to implant a new library on the public garden.
The project includes three clearly identifiable parts: a tower that dominates the whole, a low wing that
accompanies the urban journey toward Kennedy Bridge and the three modernist pavilions located in the
heart of the public park.
The tower is a city landmark and fully expresses the cultural influence. It unifies, by design, the diverse
departments of the library to aim a hieratic expression.
Among the piles of this tower is a large transparent lobby droops clearly connecting the vertical
circulation, the rangy wing of the administration and the glass gallery which connects the three pavilions
at the heart of the park, spontaneously inviting users to linger, the encounter and discover the library
activities.
These, with their singular spaces and open type, receive the most communicative functions of the library:
a brewery in the disused pool, an exhibition space and a literary animation space in the old gym.
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Laleburg and its second town hall
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Klara Bindl
RWTH Aachen

Project info
The project “Laleburg and its second town hall“ is a book about a fictive city. The city is described
through its town hall, a building which should represent a city’s character.
Rather than a design of an ideal city the book about Laleburg is a story about failure and foolishness in
architecture. The town hall of Laleburg is a town hall of fools. It embodies human fallibility as a basic
character of every society.
The project relates to a German expression: “Schildbu?rgerstreich“, meaning roughly “foolish act“. The
expression relates from one of the first German novels “Curious tales of Laleburg“ from 1594.
The original describes a city of ambitious fools, who build a bizarre world reflecting their own nature.
Almost five hundred years after it was being written the book about Laleburg is as current as ever. Still
visionary but failing building projects cause debates in every city.
Based on contemporary examples the new story “Laleburg and its second town hall“ looks at factors
that result in foolish acts of building. Instead of being a building which is trying to avoid the inevitable, the
town hall of Laleburg combines those factors and translates them to built form.
The book offers a look at the city from outside. It is a tool for reading and understanding a city.
The kafkaesque development of Laleburg‘s town hall emphasizes the hopelessness of reaching the
ideal in a pluralistic society. The story designes an architecture which is incorporating the dilemma of
human fallibility. It results into bizarre places that always come along with the story of their origin. The
book indicates that rather than buildings themselves the stories which are connected to them are source
for a society’s identity.
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Re:linked Relicts
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Philippe Breels
UHasselt

Project info
During my visit to Tanzania, I stumbled upon Kunduchi Ruins. Since my thesis talks
about the Romantic potential of ruins, I was immediately fascinated by this peculiar
architecture. Research learned these weathered stone structures are remains of
an Islamic trade settlement, dating back to the fifteenth century. These ruined trading
towns dot the African coasts, once they formed a merchant route going all the way up to
China.
Given the research question of developing strategies for eco-tourism along the East-African coasts, I
found in this historical trade network the perfect underlay for an unique touristic and local experience. By
architectural interventions on these ruined towns, it is the aim to open up and relink these remote and
forgotten sites of culture and trade by means of water transport. Thus once again creating places where
different cultures meet while benefitting both from this connection. Water transport would furthermore be
very welcome as a secondary transport system in this region troubled by bad roads and congested major
cities.
In Kunduchi this results in a long-drown pier, a literal landmark indicating the hidden ruin site. A distinct
line creates a path between the Indian Ocean and the ruins, relinking the ruins back to their origin. At the
Ocean, the pier is present as an infrastructure for docking. However towards the ruins, the pier is
swallowed by the ruin hill, making visitors aware of the height difference. At the height of the ruins, the
pier is nothing more than an unpretentious walkway, preserving the atmosphere generated by a baobab
dominating over the ruins. In between these two poles, different conditions are generated for trading,
dwelling, learning. The intervention is a simple gesture that underlines the relation of the ruins to its
wider environment and remembers the wonder of a trade network.
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nýtt fangelsi á Íslandi
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Helen Shuyang Chen
RWTH Aachen

Project info
The nation of Iceland has since 2008 experienced an increase in incarceration rate and sentences. 6
prisons currently house 121 prisoners. However, the Hegningarhúsið detention house in Reykjavík was
constructed over a 100 years ago, whilst the women’s prison Fangelsið Kópavogsbraut 17 at Kópavogur
lack the facilities and space required for a modern correctional facility. The thesis creates a design for a
new prison for roughly 60 inmates located close to Reykjavík, replacing Kópavogsbraut 17 and
Hegningarhúsið.
Through analysis of the history and theory of punishment; studying both outdated and current designs of
such facilities in Europe; conducting site visits to incarceration and psychiatric facilities, an insight was
gained as to what methods of punishment and rehabilitation best suit their purposes, and how this
translates into architecture. The thesis examined current political, legal and social situations in Iceland
regarding the general opinion and fundamental purpose of incarceration, consulting both the criminal
code, current punishment methods, statistics of crime and sentences, inmate populations, to obtain a
realistic formulation of a room schedule, an interpretation reflecting the society. The thesis culminates in
a design that fulfils its full purpose, a well-functioning innovative and modern prison in the broadest and
most critical sense.
The result is a deconcentrated design learning from the forensic psychiatry at Düren: minimizing
aggression of prisoners; giving constant access to nature and fresh air; a sense of privacy and
belonging; whilst integrating the prison design in the beautiful landscape. The design draws inspiration
from historic city designs (the Forbidden City, the Medieval City, the Modernist City, the Viking City), a
prison city. Influenced by Nordic architecture of the 1950’s, each building receives its own identity,
creating diversity within the wall. Employing variations of concrete, one of few materials that can be
produced in Iceland, there is variation yet harmony.
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De Viertoren
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Rien Cleuren
UHasselt

Project info
This project is located at the Belgian coastline near Oostende and defines a result of a form generating
design process.
The Belgian coast doesn’t only ask questions about the perfect recreational solution for the mostly bad
weather conditions, but also begs for rejuvenation because of the lack of attractiveness for the next
generation.
Another big part of the problem is the fact that the dike line is far too harsh. Inland there is no view to the
sea and there is nothing that points it out either. So my thoughts were to give the people inland, or
people who approach the sea, some kind of landmark to indicate it. That’s why, in this concept, the
metaphor of the ‘lighthouse’ has been used which authentically gives directions to the sea. By inverting
this, the lighthouse will be giving directions to inland and will therefor be pointing out the problem as well
as bringing the sea to the land.
‘De Viertoren’ exists of both residential (hotel) and recreational destinations.
The recreational part of this project defines a diurnal tides program. A water park during the day (flood),
and a night club nightlife program during the night (ebb). And, therefor, can easily be combined to both.
The park contains three main public swimming pools from which two have got adjustable floor platforms.
By bringing these platforms to floor level, the room can be transformed into a party hall.
Following the panorama movement of the lighthouse and the occurrence of the tides, the wind directions
determine the orientation and destination of these three swimming pools. Respectively in the east
(sunrise – waking up), south (daytime – playfulness) and west (sunset – tranquility) to ensure the right
view and experience every time of the day.

9

10

De Dingenman
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Nicole Cloudt
MMA+ Maastricht

Project info
In the 1950’s the modern ideology for developing and expanding cities was based on the idea of the
socially engineered society. In 1954 Frans C.J. Dingemans used a typical ‘Limburg’ ordering principle,
the ‘parochial unit’ for the urban design of Maastricht-West.
Build in 1960 Pottenberg developed from a mono-cultural, Catholic domain into a contemporary,
multicultural society with multiple domains. Nowadays Pottenberg is a neighbourhood with many
associations, initiatives and entrepreneurs, however there is no place for them as buildings are occupied
and there is no programmatic flexibility.
After analysing the past and current social structures, a new incubator is implemented in Pottenberg, the
‘Dingenman’, where it’s many entrepreneurs, neighbourhood initiatives and associations can flourish
and develop.
Designed as a concrete shell the users will finish the building themselves within given boundaries. The
square will be activated by the users of the ‘Dingenman’ and will become the center of the
neighbourhood once again.
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Bergisch Bräu
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Natalie Deimel
RWTH Aachen

Project info
Bergisch Bräu (Mountain Brew)
The project ‘Bergisch Bräu’ deals with the change of use of an abandoned swimming facility called
‘Birker Bad’ in Solingen, in the center of the area called ‘Bergisches Land’.
Nowadays the cities are ready built and ‘changes of use’ become more and more important for the
architecture and the architects of the future. The new utilization should strongly consider the architectural
qualities of the existing building stock and stress and reinforce them.
The Birker Bad was built in Wilhelminian times in 1906. Here a brewery will arise, connected to a
traditional but newly interpreted brew house: Traditional elements of the historic Roman thermal bath
combined with new material and furniture and traditional elements of a German brew house.
Not far from there the old Beckmanns Brewery was shut down in the 1970s, and now there is a chance
to produce the traditional products again. In addition to that a microbrewery for new beer brands will be
established.
Characteristic for the project is the handling and connection of old and new structural elements in big
structures as well as in details by material and design. The brewery components are implemented within
the existing space of the historic ‘Birker Bad’.
The façade of the building is mostly developed back to its original form with formal deviations, the
changes and happenings from the inside are visible from the outside to create a corporate architecture.
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architecture as a link
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

France Dewart
ULg Liège

Project info
The Site
Call for reflection about the site of « La Chartreuse » in Liège, an old agricultural zone which became a
military fort afterwards. The area of « La Chartreuse » (about 50ha) is located on the right bank of the
river “La Meuse”. It’s a unique environment and landscape at the center of the agglomeration of Liege.
It includes many woodlands associated with old fortifications (ramparts & bastions)
Architecture as a link
Through an expanded vision of this area and the city, the idea is to open the ramparts to the surrounding
neighborhouds and their residents. This whole project is shown as a branching of links: visual, functional,
gateways prioritized by buildings, green zones, boardwalks, gardens. The entire site and the
neighborhouds are reconnected via the revitalization of very small existing spaces between ramparts
and neighborhouds into which take place new programs (homes & community buildings).
The project is a Center of Expression and Creativity : CEC
It is rooted in the neighborhoud of “Péville” directly on the street and stands between the neighborhood
and “La Chartreuse” while connecting to the existing school complexes. The project is built around
public walkways. These various walkways run around the CEC and generate its spatiality. An internal rift,
dynamic, considered as the backbone of this project reminds the inclined architecture of fortifications.
The user moves around between workshops along this rift, discovering multiple activities. Dialogues and
discoveries take place at the walks’ pace.
The rift is a place of various kinesthetic sensations. Whether it’s vertical and serves several levels of it
sinks into the ground and connects a theatre or an academic library. By generating spatial changes, the
rift enriches the dialog between existing neighborhoods and ramparts. With its framework, the project
shows the link between clearly different workshops. Those workshops hide behind an infrastructure of
wall sections articulated in planes and views offering
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Reside in the Intermediate Space
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Elies Evers
MMA+ Maastricht

Project info
'Reside in the Intermediate Space'
Living in Roermond my entire life, I often spent time in the historic city centre. Striking in the facade of
shops and restaurants was always the cinema, the Royal Theatre. A monument hidden in urban space.
During later stages in my life, I experienced the cinema as a ‘abandoned’ façade within urban space.
But always with the question in my mind, why is it abandoned and functionless?
The monument is for me a metaphor for generations, layers of time, which are undergoing a
transformation. A layering of additions, modifications, as well as space, intermediate space. The
intermediate space marks the passage from public to private, the merger of the collective domain of the
modern residents. The everyday user of the city, both resident and active participant in the working
community.
Research of the city network shows that urban population growth requires smart solutions to the limited
space within the city. This manifests the commuting of the modern resident. What is apparent, however
is a lack of appropriate housing within the social and cultural city network.
The goal is to design a new way of living for the modern citizen: S [mall], a residence, where flexibility
and temporality are main focus. It offers space for Euroregion visitors: expats. Families that require a
temporary solution. M [edium]: a compact form of housing that offers all possibilities. Visitors to
developments on the edge of the city centre, have the possibility of an overnight stay FAST: hotel in the
heart of downtown. The intermediate space is the fundamental carrier of the plan. It consists of five
outdoor courtyards, hospitality and concept stores. The development from city to stone indicates that
forgotten places offer opportunities to deal with the constraints within the existing real estate.

17

18

Une école rurale
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Hicham Fakchich
ULg Liège

Project info
The rural world is he still exist? What is left of rurality in Ovifat in these capitalist times affecting rural life
as much as urbanity (Rabhi, 2013)?
The roots of solidarity are always present in the blood of bara, the citizens of Ovifat. The reconstruction
of barassociés by force of arms and hands of the soil shows the strength still lies in their desire for the
future.
Children are at the center of this action, what are we let to them for this future of rural areas? How to
preserve the tradition facing the force of globalization?
The school will assume this function.
Currently breaking with public space and playground, overloaded of cars in the hours of outings and
overlooking a street crossing by hurry trucks, the situation is complicated.
But the tradition is there, a pedagogy of rurality will be able to develop from new support, an aged
building by time and strong like shale that compose it. It’s this which is the place of children's
development, which will convey the values of their home because the class is the house, and learning
will have a different color.
But how the tradition could survive without innovation? The new building, which accompanies this
building, work in a philosophy of values and responsibility. The building itself is the product of a
participatory process, parents, municipality, builders, carpenters, … This learning by doing accompanies a
soft and flexible education to the image of the architecture of the place.
The implementation classes, relationships to the public space, local materials (straw, spruce), the use of
the former, openness and simplicity are the symbol of the rural school. This entry opportunity, tradition
will revive and prove its usefulness, more, its indispensability in the rural world being redefined.
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reMEMORE - Archive center
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Maxime Faniel
ULg Liège

Name:
Institute:

Romain Toussaint
ULg Liège

Project info
The archives centre take place in an old department store, part of the complex of the Cité Administrative,
from 1967, in a historic district of Liege. As a project full of collective memory, it is expressed as a
strongbox, entirely made of concrete. The building has a lot of fundamental qualities for this programme:
compacity, goods lift, structural rationnality, robustness and central position in the city. The space is
organized horizontally: in the basement, a conference room and an educational space, a public ground
floor, three floors of archives, then come the reading space and the administration space. The
rehabilitation is minimalist. From the street, the building keeps its form. Inside, the structure is exposed
and the new
interventions seem to float in the space. The major intervention is the creation of a monumental atrium in
the heart of the building, bringing light to the ground floor. It organizes all the space and separates the
public circulation, in the atrium, from the documents circulation. In this way, the atrium is the perfect
place for the symbolic expression of the world of the archives and remind the « Escaliers de Buren »,
nearby. With this contemplative walk, the user goes throught the floors of archives boxes without
reaching it,
methaphor of immersion into memory that we can imagine but not "touch".
The preciosity and the partition of the boxes are expressed by their texture.
The visitor can nevertheless see the life of the laboratories and the workshops. The intern life is also
perceptible from the street due to the gap between the archives boxes and the facade. This gap also
creates peripheric circulation for the staff.
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Education Center - North Perspective
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Maxime Feller
ULg Liège

Name:
Institute:

Florent Szecel
ULg Liège

Project info
The project is located in the north part of Huy. The location was known to be a wealthy industrial area
served by an efficient railway and extensive fluvial traffic.
The master plan proposed here goes along the way of an ongoing requalification of the whole area.
The problems caused by the actual school's area led us to rethink, organize and enhance the hierarchy
of the different "sub-spaces". As it is, the actual urban fabric lacks any clear limits between public and
private spaces.
A dedicated way for local pedestrians and students has been cut into the block to make the reduced
scale of the context work with urban surroundings.
The qualities of this small scale context are enhanced by several elements such as a library, a youth
center, a sports center in connexion with the public park.

The existing buildings are used for their typology and incorporated into the project with modularity in
mind, for future modifications. Circulation systems are used as link between different parts of the project
giving it its homogeneity. Common functions such as the school's foyer are used to valorize the existing
buildings. The workshops are given suitable dimensions according to their respective functions and are
all oriented toward the outside.
Each lived moments participates to the integrity of the whole project, giving it a clear read while being
able to function on its own.
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SEALAB
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Marie Frioni
UHasselt

Project info
The World Ocean covers seven-tenths of the planet's surface and many societies depend on its health.
The declining fish populations and sea biodiversity occur all around the world. In Kunduchi we have a
unique mix of social engagement and aquatic knowledge to tackle these problems. My goal is to revive
the old aquatic sciences faculty site in Kunduchi and create a place where the people of Kunduchi and
scientists can combine their knowledge and work together to search for new sustainable solutions. At the
same time this new public building will become a place for awareness for the sea. It will be a place
where schools, the fishermen and also tourists from everywhere can come to and learn about the sea in
al its glory. Furthermore the visitors can explore the unique places of Kunduchi and the Tanzanian Coast
with locally trained guides.
The first step in this process is creating a new landmark to bring the old site back into the spotlight. The
main building of Sealab is designed from a biomimic perspective. Using nature’s toolbox throughout my
design, researching nature’s processes and adapting them in my design, such as a low-tech
evaporative cooling system. The circle shaped building gives a 360 degrees overview of the fantastic
environment. On the inside of the circle an almost spiritual place arises where the sea and the sky are
the main characters. On top of the whole building I designed a huge roof. By biomimicing palmlike
structures I could create an intelligent roof structure, which really makes the building a landmark in the
sea.
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ARENA - Open-Air Theatre Catania
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Philipp Valentin Grunwald
RWTH Aachen

Project info
As a free standing protagonist the open air theater finds its place in the harbor as a representative of the
city. Together with the existing harbor-buildings it creates a complete composition within the harbor.
The clear geometric shape corresponds in scale and dimension to the harbor-buildings and the docking
ferry and transport ships. The wide area in the harbor allows the spectator an opening up from all
directions of the city and ensures a rapid filling. By detaching the theater from the harbor area, the
building looks like as if it has grown from a massif and also formulates a conscious threshold for the
spectators, that relieves them of the vastness of the harbor-plain.
The design is divided into two areas: firstly in the sea-facing stage area and secondly in the city-faced
part for the auditorium. Both thematize already in their outer appearance the stage and indicate their
respective counterpart in the interior.
The city-facing, semicircular facade stages the closed unit of the city and treats all directions equally. In
the upstream colonnades of the theater the inhabiting audience itself becomes an actor outside the city
and completes the theatricality of the play by its presence.
Through the rectangular façade which opens up to the water, the building becomes a mediator between
the urban space and the harbor basin - similar to a lens. In its colonnades the interesting spectacle of the
actors gets visible and provides a glimpse into the central cavea of the building.
The conscious abstraction of the inner wall of the stage house plays with the perception of interior and
exterior and is not - as usual in a Roman Theater – richly decorated. The result is an illusionistic game
with the perception of the harbor.
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Creative Process
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Jean-Charles Hubert
ULg Liège

Project info
The intervention site is situated in Liège at Place Saint-Etienne. While located not far from Place
Saint-Lambert, an important traffic node, the site nevertheless remains calm and protected from the
traffic. Public facilities were originally taking place on the square as well as Baar-Lecharlier, a listed
building erected in the 16th century. In the early 2000s, the site reached its nowadays state after the
demolition of these facilities. Surrounded by shops and restaurants, continuous pedestrian flows as well
as regular events bring life to this area in the very heart of the city. Nowadays, the square is in a
temporary state and is mainly characterized by a massive blind wall.
The project aspires to redefine the square by taking into account historical and urbanistic assets. The
main challenge is to create a building that would revitalize the square without over-extending on the
area. The removal of a non listed wing allows to release space for potential appropriation and bring a
new atmosphere to the square. The project raises along the listed building in order to benefit the
panoramic view that the site can offer.
The main goal inside the building is to foster creativity and innovation by offering adapted work areas
and allowing the concretization of ideas through the different floors. The first couple of floors is dedicated
to the discovery of the process. Then, the upper floors are dedicated to the innovation design and to
prototyping. Eventually the exhibitions are at the ground floor.
The project can be defined as a floating object, intriguing by its shape, working in symbiosis or
independently with the square. The object demonstrated a prefabricated structure covered by
silkscreened glass. The facade cladding forms a continuous curtain, which physically link the project and
the listed building while it creates an inside courtyard between them.
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The End Of The World
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Anna Maria Kielbassa
RWTH Aachen

Project info
The End of the World
or die letzte Bratwurst vor Amerika
In ancient history Cabo de São Vicente in Portugal was the place where the old greeks thought that the
land of the earth would end here. It was a holy place where gods lived near the cliffs, close to the edge
of the Atlantic Ocean which the Greek saw as a transition to the underworld of Hades.
Today this former mystical place is a tourist attraction, easy to reach by car and very well known to all
Algarve tourists. People from all over the world come to this landmark of Europe’s southwesternmost
point near the village of Sagres to visit the breathtaking 60m cliffs with the lighthouse and to eat the very
famous „Letzte Bratwurst vor Amerika“ („the last grilled sausage before america“).
The work analyses and reflects relationships between human beings and the sea, the condition of
travelling today combined with the importance of point of view, orientation and navigation. It tries to
create special atmospheres by combining fear and beauty, trying to give back tp cape what it once lost
over the last 2000 years.
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BEHALA Westhafen Berlin
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Fabian Kieven
RWTH Aachen

Project info
The task objective is an architectural concept and free design for the existing listed buildings at
Westhafen Berlin. The newly planned type of use is an Integrated Music Center for the various
sub-areas of musical experience and producing. The overall concept envisages the inventory conversion
of warehouses 2 and 3 and the immediately adjacent open spaces.
For the two warehouses there is created a program that performs the integration of the most important
uses in the field of music and using the enormous interior volume of the warehouses while preserving
the charm of the historic architecture. According to the incorporated usages of the Music Center simple
structures made of anthracite concrete are deliberately inserted or purposed from the outside. This is
done on the north side of the warehouses, according to the principle of their historic
crosswall-construction, similar to the original purpose of the storerooms.
The concept is divided into 3 main elements:
In this case the two warehouses become the basic element. Their different floors are re-staffed in order
to their specific functional properties and get partially linked to one another.
The second instance provide the added installations which incorporate themselves as spatial and
functional structures, in the form of massive walls or acoustically optimized wooden boxes in the
constructive backbone of the existing buildings.
One particular spatial function has the so-called Third Hierarchy. It defines itself by deliberately arranged
free areas which are for common use and to be revitalized by the fluctuations of the user repeatedly. The
Third Hierarchy is especially reserved for music creators, which may occur in cooperation with the
established connections within the functions. The Third Hierarchy thus brings a piece of subcultural
chaos into the rearranged building structure while always ensuring a perception of the charming flair of
the inventory architecture.
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Formed by Nature
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Wouter Lenaerts
UHasselt

Project info
“Formed by Nature”
A rigid structure with eroded spaces due to the carving forces of water and wind houses a hotel as well
as climbing and swimming facilities.
Situated along the Belgian coastline, where dunes and high-rises meet, this structure “formed by nature”
intends to challenge the flagrant urban intervention in the 1960’s and 1970’s that caused large regions
of dunes to disappear.
The climbing and swimming areas are located inside the eroded spaces. One can see these pools as
being “leftovers” from water that has carved its way throughout the mass. The route that the water once
carved is the same one that the climbers will follow.
Within the mass, bars and poolside areas are built to open up towards these recreational spaces
whereas hotel rooms, kitchens and other related areas are more enclosed.
The perforated concrete walls create additional light in these areas as well as provide climbers with a
suitable surface to scale.
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From the City to the School
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Adrien Maerschalck
ULg Liège

Project info
From the City to the School
Faced with the constant population growth, the city of Saive has invested in the military barracks site
abandoned since 2011 and asked us to think the city development with the creation of a new "urban
center".
The masterplan was designed as a sustainable and evolutionary project. The aim was to bring life back
between the barracks, which were highly enclosed, and the city. Thus, it was chosen to develop first the
main axis between the two squares along Haute Saive Street to meet initial objectives. Furthermore, it
doesn’t consume whole site immediately and it leaves building lands to respond to current and future
needs.
Knowing that the existing primary school has to move to the new site, it was chosen to design the new
one in the city heart. A symbolic commitment which aims to see education as a key issue of urban
development.
The whole site was thought as an architectural promenade which offers different public spaces to users
rather than to cars, all accessible by disabled people. A way to bring life back and to create encounter
spaces for the city. But the height difference between the barracks and the street was the main
constraint. Therefore, all functions needing huge space like the sports hall, the refectory… were gathered
to build a "structural wall", creating different outdoor spaces and bringing light back.
The school architecture is oriented on the porosity between masses and voids where living and sharing
spaces are created. Even if the building provides a feeling of enclosure to ensure children's safety and
life centered on recreational areas, different connections are created with outside. The notion of framing
and openness is dominant.
The project focus on improving learning by different activity and encounter spaces and try to bring
happiness back at school.
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Beethoven Concerthall Bonn
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Ben Michel
FH Aachen

Project info
In December 1770 Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Bonn. In 2020 his birthday has its 250th
anniversary and is the occasion for the planned construction of the festival hall, which should offer a
huge concert hall at an international high-end level and provide a suitable venue for classical music for
the “Beethoven Orchester Bonn”.
The synergy of the already existing “Beethovenhalle”, the “Beethoven-Haus” as well as the
neighbouring “Beethoven Orchester Bonn” opens the chance to create a campus-like structure. The
festival hall is going to be the central venue for the “Beethovenfest” as well as the “Beethoven
Orchester Bonn” and should also serve as a platform for international high-end musicians. Therefore the
location has to have the highest standards in acoustic and architectural quality. Furthermore, its
architectural charisma should emphasise the significance of the “Beethovenfest”.
The city of Bonn organises various events in the art and culture scene with numerous high-quality
institutions and museums as well as venues of prestigious nationwide importance. Of course the main
highlights are the remembrance and examination of Ludwig van Beethoven's life and selected works.
Apart from the “Beethoven Orchester Bonn”, which performs at various events and concerts in the
“Beethovenhalle” and at the Bonn opera, the “Beethoven-Haus” can also be seen as an essential
institution which maintains Beethoven's most important collection of his works and supports the
Beethoven foundation to a great extent.
The “Beethovenfest” plays an important role with respect to the interpretation, maintenance and
continuation of Beethoven's work. This festival takes place every year in autumn for four weeks and
shows about 60 concerts in Bonn and its surroundings. However, it can be seen as an inherent part of
the European festival scenery and is supposed to gain even more international charisma through the
construction of the new festival hall.
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Hong Kong in Belgium
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Carolien Potter
UHasselt

Project info
HONG KONG IN BELGIUM
How a different culture and its environment can be sold in Belgium
Even before Marco Polo travelled and documented his travels to Asia, there has been an interest in
other unknown countries, different customs and cultures. Even now, times have not changed. As I
wanted to know how one can (re)create the feeling of another country’s culture and surroundings, I
chose to study Hong Kong and I tried to bring this experience to my home country Belgium. In order to
do so, I studied Hong Kong and its culture as a potential ‘product’ to sell in Belgium.
As a result I have created a store and restaurant, which sells brands that follow the Hong Kong mindset,
reflecting its distinct culture and environment. As I did not want to recreate the city literally, I have used
metaphors and representations to refer to particular differences or striking elements from that culture that
I – and other locals – associate with Hong Kong. Such as the fast pace of the daily life, the continuing
constructing in Hong Kong and the more obscure connection with the unknown nature next to the
well-known buildings. As well as a reference to the air pollution, the more expensive side of the city and
the fight for freedom to refer to the recent events during the Umbrella Revolution. All these
representations combined create a wow-factor that one gets while exploring the city and its culture. The
result is a retail design concept in which the lifestyle and atmosphere of Hong Kong are portrayed.
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Home…Sweet Home.
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Ann-Sophie Princen
MMA+ Maastricht

Project info
Home…Sweet Home. Identity in flexibility.

What.
The design brings identity and flexibility together under one roof. It shows how identity is possible within
a tight structure.
Why.
Today's requirements for housing are compact and energy -conscious living.
Where.
Tulpinstraat – Hasselt - Belgium

Contemporary structures of families have evolved, they are more complex and diverse. The traditional
format of a family; father, mother and two children, is no longer evident these days. People follow
different paths, and live in a time of rapid changes. The structure of both a household and its
environment is therefore variable.
I want to respond to this shift in demographic evolution, with an architecture that accommodates various
living groups, family portraits, compositions, living identities and space needs. The dwellings must be
adaptable and flexible in there layout so that the residents are not obligated to look for a new house
every time the family structure transforms.
What however not has changed is the emotional, the personal identity that each family searches in their
home. This intimate recognizable unconscious and tactile feel of a 'home' has to be made to stay within
the variable environment of today.
Instead of trying to model the perfect building for a specific moment of time. The design is a flexible
structure that can adapt over time. Previous successful patterns of the past and present buildings with a
flexible structure used to develop guiding design principles for the future.
My research deals with shifting our attention from how buildings are visually identified to how we
perceive them. It is an attempt to integrate two alleged counterparts, identity and flexibility, into one
design. Composing a home that can transform, age gracefully and feels as ‘At home’ ... Identity in
flexibility, home … Sweet Home.
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Palazzo Contarini Zustinian
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Alexander Schmidt
RWTH Aachen

Project info
Palazzo Contarini-Zustinian
Key task of this design was to plan a student residence and workshops in Venice, located at the Canal
Grande on one of the last remaining building sites.
After analyzing the classical building type of the Venetian palace, the question was how the distinct
typological elements can proof their legitimization today and to what extend they have to be adjusted to
modern understanding.
The building in both axes is organized in three segments. Lengthwise it is divided in the head-end facing
the waterfront supplying room for community-spaces, the central main-building containing individual
apartments, and a court on the landside. Also in its other dimension the building forms three zones, alike
the classical example: There is a central-zone which works as a circulation and exhibition area, where
students meet and present their work, and two symmetrical side-aisles, which provide the individual
living- and workspaces of the students.
In the vertical axis the functional areas are organized in a suprapostion. On ground-floor there are
exhibition areas, workshops and storage spaces. On second-floor there are individual working spaces
and a seminar room. While the third-floor provides room for private and communal living spaces, the
bedrooms are located on fourth-floor.
Each of the 12 apartments is organized as a triplex, with every function (working, living, sleeping) being
orientated towards- and connected by - the central room-continuum of the palace. This way these central
spaces (Andron and roof-alley) become heart of the life inside the building.
The facade is the palace´s representative face. The strict division into three parts of the historic example
is moderated, being interpreted in a rather continuous fashion and thereby displaying the function inside.
Still there are subtle references to the archetypical facades of the neighbors, embedding the building as
an independent yet respectful completion of the historic surrounding.
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Seminar building for pastoral care
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Till Schmoll
FH Aachen

Project info
Seminar building for pastoral care
The Vogelsang site has gone through major changes over the past century.
From being an untouched and idyllic Eifel mountain ridge to usage as a Nazi training facility „Ordensburg
Vogelsang“ and finally using it as an international military training area.
In order to process the complex history of this place the region is being transformed into an educational
exchange center „Vogelsang ip | Internationaler Platz“, while the surrounding area is declared a national
park.
The draft of the seminar building for pastoral care is based on the idea of Vogelsang as a place for
education, as a hospitable place of tolerance and openness towards people of all cultures.
Special attention was given to have the architecture reflect the circumstances of the region, while remaining
distinctive and independent
The planning was based on four conceptual building blocks.
„Pastoral work“ includes the room of silence and the seminar rooms.
„Development“ consists of the central staircase, which expands into corridors and offers space for
encounters.
The „service core“ will house the necessary secondary areas and sanitary facilities.
In the „togetherness“ block we find the large dining room with a fireplace, as well as the shared dormitories
The room of silence and the national park surrounding it give the opportunity to reflect on questions of
one’s life orientation and the relationships to one’s fellowmen. Both issues pose the question of the dignity
of man and creation and enable access to their own spirituality.
Created by the rotation of the building block "pastoral work“, the tower symbolizes strength and presence
through its monolithic appearance.
The light brick used on the monolithic tower, the connecting structure and the nave was chosen to contrast
with the dark natural stone facades of Nazi architecture.
The building is inspired by the typical local construction of a longhouse, which is characterized by its steep
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Recreational Spa Constanzia
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Rüdiger Schwalm
FH Aachen

Project info
Conversion of Sterkrade Shaft I
Among the cities in the Ruhr area, the history of the 210.000 inhabitant city Oberhausen is deeply
connected to coal-mining activities. With the planned end of subsidized coal mining in 2018, far-reaching
future cost will amount to an estimated amount of about 100 billion euro per year. Apart from distinctive
artificial elements, the landscape will not only be characterized by mining-industry related buildings and
plants but also by acient shafts, which, are called ``Alter Mann (old man)`` in local dialect.
What can be done with the old man?
The regional cultural and historic heritage needs to be preserved and its full potentials needs to be
exploited. About 100 billion cubic meters of mining-water have to be recovered in order to avoid
contamination of the ground water.
Since these waters have average temperatures between 30-40 °C, even up to 60°C are not uncommon,
the idea was born to use such waters for the construction of the spa. This will keep up the historical
sense of the former mining days.
Existing shafts are in fact usable for obtaining and filtrating warm water. The planning area of the
Recreational Spa Constanzia` is located on the former area of the separation plant.

Architectural concept
As the concept is based on the historic aspects of former mining industry, it is self-evident to plan the
entire spa as an underground location. Creating a myriad of highlighting shafts by sunlight on different
levels, a contrast between brighter and darker areas will be created.
On the surface, differently sized concrete cubes will be in the center of attention.
The visitor will experience saunas, a massage area as well as in- and outdoor pools. On reaching the
lower levels, the baths’ get warmer and warmer to reach a maximum temperature of 41°C.
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Air raid shelter Rütscherstraße
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Wanja Szelinsky
RWTH Aachen

Project info
This design proposal approaches the current issue of the air raid shelter at the Rütscher- and
Försterstraße in Aachen by extending it’s structural substance.
The bunker is located in a residential area in the north of Aachen which is next to the public park
Lousberg. The shelter is surrounded by two streets (Rütscherstraße and Försterstraße) with a level
difference of up to eight meters. In line with the investor’s decision to demolish the bunker the
deconstruction was started but stopped again by dedicated residents trying preserve the historic value of
the bunker.
This design presents an alternative to the demolition of the shelter and creates a new complex based
upon the remaining structure.
Despite the gaps between the bunker and the surrounding residential buildings, the access to the
Lousberg is still limited. So granting the residents access to the public park and the shelter complex is
one of the main themes of this design.
Additionally the bunker’s surrounding gaps are closed to create a more homogenous streetscape. The
main use of this new complex design is to combine living area with a gallery and a parking garage in the
remaining floor of the bunker. The shelter’s inside contains a new sequence of courtyards, which are
linked by an alley, leading through the bunker complex to the public park.
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HOUSE FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Nicolas Van Eyll
ULg Liège

Project info
The little village community of Ovifat has an important need for several new facilities. This project aims at
giving a response to the request of seniors who wish to stay in their native place, but who cannot
continue living in their unadapted home much longer.
In order to avoid the creation of a kind of sanctuary that is accessible only to seniors, a strong link had to
be established with the younger generations. To realize this specific objective, the primary school in the
centre of the village was chosen to become the front door of the project.
Inside the project, a refectory is accessible to younger and older people, but it can also be transformed
into a study room with homework help. In the evening, the same place can be turned into a projection
room.
The residence consists of three different units: the main house, a detached house and several pools in
the basement. This composition creates a type of enclosed garden that provides a certain private
atmosphere of the outdoor space.
A rubble stone siding and reused slate refer directly to the houses built in the area with the use of local
materials. The siding has a unique relationship with the shuttered concrete, keeping the idea of mineral
mass. The « little house » is distinguished by its strict residential use and refers to the existing typologies
of the old houses in the village.
In the village, private space, separated by hedges, is often a synonym for being « at home ». The idea
that a shared space is not necessarily a constraint to the community is reflected in the establishment of
collective and private spaces with diverse characters meeting very different profiles. This is a place of
peace, open to nature and to its environment.
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Plug-in
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Lotte Willems
UHasselt

Project info
Plug-in.
With time, facilities such as a bakery or a grocery store have disappeared in many villages. Furthermore,
many villages are divided in two parts by the implementation of regional roads in the seventies. In
Vleugt, a small village in Diest (in the northeast corner of Flemish Brabant), the consequences of these
changes are present. Noteworthy are the inhabitants of this village, who prefer to stay in the village
where they were born and raised. The result is a village were a lot of families live, with up to seventeen
houses of the same family.
Consequently the car becomes more dominant and a lot of elderly suffer from these circumstances.
Moving to the city or to a health facility often seems their only solution. Therefore, this project was based
on the following question: how can the quality of life be improved, for young and old(er)?
Decentralisation was one of the key aspects of this project. Instead of an enormous residential care
facility which acts like an island, multiple small facilities were developed. Small condensers along the
village road strengthen the quality of de ribbon development. Furthermore, the program is scattered over
the whole village. Due to the combination of different programs, these facilities are still economically
interesting.
Vertically oriented and horizontal linear elements are created, which contribute to the preservation of
open space connections. These vertical elements are new beacons in the landscape, like the church
always has been. These beacons are situated were the urban route, for motorized traffic, encounters the
newly developed landscaping routes, for bikers and pedestrians. Here, open meeting spaces are created
where meetings between young and old are stimulated.
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Rituals, a space for everything
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Imke Wömmel
RWTH Aachen

Project info
Rituals, a space for everything and nothing
Rituals are regularly performed gatherings of people with same interests; they could be motivated by
religion, politics or belief and defined by a special reunion without a preset timetable or location.
Involving the evolution of society towards multifaceted groups of interests, a location for rituals requires a
whole new definition.
A room for a ritual should therefore be designed as a multipurpose space, adopting the conditions of
each ritual held. The title, Rituals, a space for everything and nothing, describes the inverse definitions
that should be adopted by the spot: transparent but secure, charged with energy but neutral, clear but
flexible, collective but individual.
The spot for this proposal is located on an island within the Bachtal valley, situated on the ground of
Aachen´s RWTH University. The Space is not only designed to host events like distinctions, receptions,
balls and other festivities, it should also be a room for exhibitions and informal gatherings of students.
Based on the multifunctional character of the building it is free from symbolism related to specific groups.
That´s why it is essential to use universal design elements from nature to characterise the building.
Detached from the surrounded urban structure, this site reflects its green, hilly landscape. The ritual´s
space is specified by its floor and its ceiling, which is a naturally random composition of pillars, structure
and rooflights.
Overlooking the spot from its reception, you walk down the path to the main hall through an interspace to
embrace the spot´s distinct environment. This space is meant as a meditation path before you arrive to
the actual ritual, taking seat on the stairs . For each ritual the space can be divided by curtains in
differently sized units, to satisfy the specific needs of each ritual.
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AllotHouse
Participant info
Name:
Institute:

Magdalena Zabek
RWTH Aachen

Project info
The initial meaning of inflationary used buzzwords like “sustainability” and “green” is of great
importance for our future and well being, since the importance of local communities and public
engagement constantly grows. Together with an increasing need of health and social responsibility,
allotment gardening provides a great alternative to widely consumed convenience products. With a vivid
community of over 1 million allotment gardeners, Germany is one of the leading countries for
self-sustaining farming and small scale local agricultural products. However, with most of the gardeners
being over 60 years old, the classic type of allotment gardening is associated with a retiring age and the
maintenance of tiny greens. Nevertheless, a movement in urban farming takes place amongst young
people promoting organic vegetables and fruits with local contribution followed by a significant impact on
health and welfare.
When employing the available urban space for allotment gardening, the restricted under roofed area has
to be utilised in the most sensible way. In addition, housing regulations limit the floor area to 24m2 with a
permitted height of 3.5m, adapting a contemporary building style. In order to meet these local council
regulations and maximising the available volume, I demonstrated a novel civil engineering approach by
using scaffolding poles for the structural integrity of a building. The construction meets weight, material
and mobility requirements being set up and ready to use within hours. When building the life size model,
I proofed the feasibility of this project and gave valuable insight into constructive modularity and static
load allowances. In addition, insulation was easy proofed providing evidence for a year-round use. At the
same time, scaffolding poles can provide shelter and a possible weather proof housing facility for
refugees. No least, no building permission is required when erecting scaffolding poles since no
groundwork is made,.
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